61 178 FN 


Laymans Faith, 


POEM 


Written by Mr. DRT DEN. 


— — 


RELIGIO LAICI 


negat ; contents doceri— 


Ornari res ipſa 


** 
— tO. 


LONDON. 


Printed and Sold by #7. Fils, in Black-froars dert 
the Water-fide. 1710. 


Print 


RELIGIO LAI CT 
0 443, «oh TY. 4 
R 


— Faith. 


— tr UU—U—U—ͤ bl. — ———— 


P O E M 


Wien by Mr. DR TDEN, 


EE 


Ornari res ipſa negat; contenta doceri — 


—— » 


O N DON 


Printed and Sold by H. Hills, in Black- -fryars near 
the Water-ſide, 1710. 


3 
4 > g 


. 
" — — — 
per r —— m— _— th... 
* — ͤ — mm 
—— * pw 4 Pp FA 7 * — - 
= ' 2. 2 — 


To Mr. DRV DE N, 
ON HS 


RELIGIO EAT 


Egone vou Slaves, you Idle Vermine go. 

Fly from the Scourges, and your Maſter know ; 
Let free, impartial men from Dryden learn 
Main Secrets, of a high concern, 
a vo hty Truths, ſolid copyincing Senſe, 


by unaffected Eloq 
. 2 you ( Reverend 11G) hexe take ill? 
have them till; 


Men ſtill had faults, and men wil 

He that hath none, and lives as Angels do 

Muſt be an Angel; but what's that to you? 

While mighty Lewis finds the Pope too great, 

And dreads the;Yoke of his impoſing Sea 

Our Sects are more Tyrannick Power a ume, 

And would for Scorpions change the Rods of Rome. 

That Church derain'd the Legacy Divine; 

Fanaticks caſt the Pearls of Heaven to Swine: 

What then have honeſt thinking men to do, 

But chuſe a mean between th Uſurping two ? 
Nor can the Agyptian Patriarch blame a Muſe, 

Which for his firmneſs does his heat excuſe; 

Whatever Counſels have, approy'd his Creed, 

The PREFACE ſure was his own 4 and Deed, 


Tis true, But ſo ſhe will th Apocrypha; [fay,) 
And ſuch as can believe them freely may. 
But did that God ( ſo little underſtood ) 
joſe Darling attribute is being good, 
m the dark Womb of the Rude Chaos bring 
Such various Creatures, and make Man their Ring; 
Vet leave his Favorite, Man, his chieſeſt care, 
More wretched than the vileſt Inſects are? 
O! how much happier and more ſafe are they: 
If helpleſs Millions muſt be doom'd a Prey 
o Yelling Furies, and for ever burn | 
In that ſad place from whence is no return, 
or unbelief is one they never knew, 
Or for not doing what they could not do! : 
| The very Fiends know for what Crime they fell, 
ill; And ſo do all their Followers that rebel) 
e then a blind, well-meaning, Indian ſtray, 
Shafl the great Gulph be ſhew'd him for the way? 
it, For better ends our kind Redeemer dy d, 
Or the fall'n Angels Rooms will be but ill ſupply'd; 
That Chriſt, who at the great deciding Day 
For he declares what he reſolves to ſay. ) 
Vill damn the Goats, for their II natur'd faults, 
\nd fave the Sheep, for Actions, not for Thoughts, 
ath roo much mercy to ſend men to Hell, 
or humble Charity, and hoping well. 
To what Stapidity are Zealots grown, 


. 
Our Church will have that Preface read 700 


Vhoſe inhumanity profuſely ſhown ſown! 

n Damning Crouds of Souls, may Damn their 
I'll err at leaſt on the ſecurer ſide, 

, | Convert free from Malice and from Pride. 
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\ Porm with ſo bold a Title, and a Name prefix'd, from which ſera 


the handling of jo ſerious a ſubjet wou d not be expected, may} e 
reaſonably oblige the Author, to ſay ſomewhat in defence bath S 
of himſelf, and of his undertaking. In the firſt place, if it 
be ob jected to me, that being a Layman, I ought not to have concern d 
my [elf with Speculations, which belong to the Profeſſion of Divinity; 
cou'd Anſwer, that pr haps, Laymen, with equal advantages of Part; 
and Knowledge, are net the moſt incompetent Judges of Sacred thing,; 
But in the due ſenſe of my own weakneſs and want of Learning, I plead” 
not this: I pretend not to make my ſelf a Judge of Faith, in others, but 
only to fo a Confeſſion of my own ; I lay no unhallowed hand upon 
the Ark; but wait ow it, with the Reverence that becomes me at a di- 
ftance: In the next place I will ingeniouſly confeſt, that the belps I have 
d in this ſmall Treatiſe, were many of them talen from the Work: 
of our own Reverend Divines of the Church of England; ſo that the 
IWiapons with which I combat Irreligion are already conſecrated ; though® 
I ſuppoſe they may be taken down as lawfully as the Sword of Goliah wa 
by David, when they are to be employed for the common Cauſe, againſt 
the Enemies of Piety. I intend not by this to intitle them to any of m) 
errours; which, yet, I hope are only theſe of Charity to Mankind; an- 
fuch as my own charity has caui'd me to commit, that of others may mor 
eaſily excuſe. Being nataraly inelin'd ts Scepticiſm in Philoſophy, 
bave no reaſon to impoſe my Opinions, in a Subject which is above it 
But whatever they are, I ſubwit them with all Re verence to my Mo 


riz'd, or at leaſt, uncondemn'd by her. And indeed, to ſecure my ſel 
on this ſide, I have w'd the neceſſary Precaution, of ſhowing this Pa- 
per before it was publiſh'd to a judicious and learned Friend, a man in- 
defatigably zealous in the ſervice of the Church and State: and whoſe 
Writings have highly deſerv'd of both. He was pleas'd to approve the 
body of the Diſcourſe, and I hope he is more my Friend, than to do it out 
of Complaiſance: *Tis true he had too good a taſte to like it all ; ani 
amongſt ſome other faults recommended to my ſecond view, what 1 hay 
written, perhaps too boldly, on St, Athanafius : which hy adviſed m 
wholly ro omit. I am ſenſible enough that I had done more prudent!) 
to have follow'd his opinion; Bud: they 1 could nav have ſatisfied m 
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(s) 
. that 1 had done honefily not to have written what was my own. It 
*. alway: been my thought, that Heathens, who never did, nor with- 
out Miracle cou d here of the Name of Chriſt, were yet in a poſſibility 
of Salvation, Nether will it enter eaſily into my belief, that before 
the coming of our Saviour, the whole World, excepting only the Jewiſh 
Nation, ſpou d he under the inevitable neceſſity of everlaſting Puniſt- 
E ment, for want of that Revelation, which was confin'd to ſo ſmall a ſpot 
of ground as that of Paleſtine. Among the Sons of Noah we read of one 
onely who was accurs'd; and if a bleſſing in the ripeneſs of time war re- 
m which ſerw'd fe or Japher, (of whoſe Pregeny we are,) it ſecms unaccountable to 
ed, may Oo why ſo many Generations of the ſame Off ring. as preceeded our 
nce both Sieur in the Fleſh, ſhou'd be all involv'd in one common cougemnat ion, 
ce, if it and yet that their Poſterity ſkou'd be entitnled to the hopes of Sal vation: 
oncern d A s Bil of Excluſton bad paſſed only on the Fathers, which debarr'd 
inity z Me he Sons from their Succeſſion. Or that ſo many Ages had been de- 
of Part. liver'd over to Hell, and ſo many reſerv d for Heaven, and that the 
things ;M Devil had the firſt choice, and God the next. Truly I am apt to think, 
, Iplead that the revealed Religion which was taught by Noah to al hi, Sent 
bers, bu ig ht continue for ſome Ages in the whole Poſterity. That afterwards 
and upon! was included wholly in the Family of Sem ii manifeſt: but when the 


at a li- Togentes of Cham and Japhet ſwarm'd into Colonies, and thoſe Colonies 
vs 1 baveſetr? ſubdivided into many others; in proceſi of time their Deſcendants 
be orbit by little and little the Primitive and Purer Rites of Divine Wor- 
that the ip. retaining only the notion of one Deity; to which ſucceeding Gene- 


'- thoughlp ations added others; (for men took their Degrees in theſe Ages from 


zliah wa = 55 to God.) Revelation being thus eclipſed to almoſt all Man- 
| againſiWina, the light of Nature as the next in Dignity was ſubſlituted ; and 
any of j hat ir it which St, Paul concludes to be the Rule of the Heathens; and 


ind; and) which they are hereafter to be judg d. If my ſuppoſition be true, 
may word ben the conſequence which I have aſſum d in my Poem may be alſo true; 
ſophy, Ne, that Deiſm, or the Principles of Natural Worſhip, are only 
above it We faint remnants or dying flames of reveal d Religion in the Poſteri- 
y of Noah. And that onr Modern Philoſopher!, nay and ſome of our 


Mo 
re A hiloſophiſing Divines have too much exalted the faculties of our Souls, 
e my ſel hen they have maintain d that by their force mankind has been able 
thi Pa-: find out that there is one Supreme Agent or Intellectual Being which 
nan in- e, God: that Praiſe and Prayer ave his due Worſhip; and the reſt 
nd who thoſe deducements, which I am confident are the remote effetts of 
prove the Revelation, and unattainable by our Diſcourſe, I mean as ſimply ronſi- 
40 it on ered, and without the benefit of Divine Illumination. So that we 
all ; an ve not lifted up our ſelves to God, by the weak Pinions of our Reaſon 
at 1 hay he has been pleaſed to deſcend to u: and what Socrates ſaid of him. 
tviſed m hat Plato writ, and the reſt of the Heathen Phileſophers of ſeveral 
prudent N ien, i all no more than the Twilight of Revelation, after the Sun 


tified va ſet in the Race of Noah. That there is ſomething above u, 


[eſe Principle of motion, our Reaſon can apprehend, though it cannas 
A 3 diſcover 
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diſcover mhat it is, by its own Virtue, And indeed it is very improba- 
ble, that we, who by the ſtrength of our faculties cannot enter into the 
knowledge of any Being, not ſo much as of our own, ſpould be able to 
find out by them, that Supreme Nature, which we cannot otherwiſe 
define, than by ſayiug it is Inſinite; as if Iuſinite were definable, or In- 
Fuity a Subject for our narrow underſtanding. They who wou'd prove 
Religion by Reaſon, do but weaken the cauſe which they endeavour to ſup- 
port: "tis to take away the Pilar from our Faith, and to prop it only 
with a twig : tis to deſign a Tower like that of Babel, which if it were 
poſſible (as it is not) reach Heaven would come to nothing by the 
confuſion of the Workmen, For every man is Building a ſeveral way; 
impotent ly conceited of his own Model, and his own Materials; Rea- 
fon is always ſtriving, and always at a loſs: and of neceſſity it muſt ſo 
come to paſs, while tis exercis'd about that which is not its proper ob- 
Jeff. Let us be content at laſt, to know God by his own Methods , at 
leaſt ſo much of him, as he u pleas'd to reveal to ww in the Sacred Serip- 

zures; to apprehend them to be the Ward of God, is all our Reaſon has 


z0 do; for al beyond it is the work of Faith, which is the Seal of Hea-Y 


wen impreſs'd upon our human underſtanding. 

And now for what concerns the Holy Biſhop Athanaſius, the Preface 
of whoſe Creed ſeems inconſiſtent with my opinion; which is, that Hea- 
hens may poſſibly be ſav d; in the firſt place I deſire it may be conſider d 
that it is the Preſacs only, not the Creed it ſelf, which, (till I am bet- 
ter inform'd) it of too hard a digeſtion for my Charity. Ius not that 
1 am ignorant how many ſeveral Texts of Scripture ſeemingly ſupport 
that Cauſe: but neither am I ignorant how all thoſe Texts may receive 
a kinder, and more molliſied Interpretation, Every man who u read in 
Church Hiſtory knows that Belief was drawn up after à long conteftati- 
ou with Arrius, concerning the Divinity of our Bleſſed Saviour, and hu 
being one Sub/lance with the Father; and that thus compil'd, it was ſent 
abroad among the Chrifltan Churches, as a kind of Teft, which whoſo- 
ever tit, was look'd on as an Orthodox Believer. '11s manifeſt from 
Hence, that the Heathen part of the Empire was not concerned in it: for 
20 buſine/: was not to diſtinguiſh betwixt Pagans and Chriſtians, but 
betwixt Hereticks and true Believers, Thu, well conſider'd, takes of 
the Heavy weight of Cenſure, which I wou'd willingly avoid from fo 
venerable a Man; for if thu Proportion, Whoſoever will be ſav'd, be 
reftrained only to thoſe to whom it was intended, and for whom it was 
compoſed, I mean the Chriſtians ; then the Anathema reaches not the 
Heathens, w had never heard of Chriſt, and were wothing intercfſſed 
zu that diſpute. After alt, I am far from blaming even that Prefatory 
dition to the Creed, and as far from cavelling at the continuation of 
3s in the Liturgy of the Church; where, on the days appointed, 41 
pablickly read: For, I ſuppoſe, there is the ſame reaſon for it now, in 
oppoſitzon to the Socinians, as there was then againſt the Arrians ; the 
one being a Hereſie, which ſeems to have been reſin d out of the other; 
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and with h wach more "plauſibility of Reaſon it combats onr Religion. 


with ſo meh more taution to be avoided: "and therefore the prudence of 
our Church is to be commitnded, which has interpor'd her Autharity for 
the recommendation of this Creed. Tet to Juch as are grownded iu the 
true belie ve, thoſe explanatory Creeds, the Nicene and this of Athata- 
fins might * be ſpar'd : for what is ſupernatural, wil alw s be 
# Myftery tn ſpight of Expoſition; and for po own part the plain Abo- 
Ales Creed is moſt ſuitable to my weak underflanding; as the ſimpleſt et 
# the moſt eaſie of Digiſtion. "xv wo wa ; | 
[ have dwelt longer du thu Subject than ] intented and longer than, 
perhaps, Towght ; for having laid down, as my Foundation, that the 
Scripture'is a Rule; that in all things needful to Salvation, it is clear, 
ſufficient, and ordain'd by Gid Almighty for that purpoſe, I have lef: 
my ſelf wo right to interpret obſcure plater, ſuch as concern the poſſ.- 
bility of eternal happineſ . Heathens : becauſe whatſoever is obſcure 
i concluded not neceſſary to be known. #35, | 
But by afferting the Scripture to be the Canon of our Faith, I have 
unavoidably created to my ſelf two ſorts of Enemies: The Papiſls in- 
dared, more directly, hecauſe they have kept the Scripture from us, what 
bey cod; and have reſer vd to themſelves a right of Interpreting what 
they have deliver d under the pretence of Infallibility; and the Fana- 
ticks more collaterally, becauſe they have aſſum d what amounts to an 
Infallibility, in the private Spirit: and have detorted thoſe Texts of 
Scripture, which are not 2 5 to Salvation, to the damnable uſes of 
Sedition, diflurbance and deſiruction of the Civil Government, To be- 
gin with the Papiſls, and to ſpeak freely, I :hink them the leſs dange- 
row (at leaſt in appearance to our preſent State) for not only the Pe- 
nal Laws are in Force againſt them, and their number is contemptible z 
but alſo their Peerage and Commons are excluded from Parliaments, aud 
conſequently thoſe Laws in no probability of being Repeal d. A General 
and Unixterrupted Plot of their Clergy, ever 158 the Reformation, 1 
ſuppoſe all Proteſtants believe. For ti not reaſonable to think but that 
fo many of their Ordert, ad were cut ed from their fat Poſſeſſions, wou'd 
endeavour a re-entrance againſt thoſe whom they account Hereticks, As 
for the late deſign, Mr. Coleman's Letters, for ought 1 know are the 
beſt Evidence; and what they diſcover, without wyre-drawing their 
Senſe, or malicious Gloſſes, all Men of reaſon conclude credible, If there 
be any thing more than thu requir'd of me, 1 muſt believe it as well as 
Jam able, in ſpight of the Witneſſes, and out of a decent conformity to 
the Votes of Parliament: For I ſuppoſe the Fanaticks will not allow the 
private Spirit in thu Caſe: Here the Infallibility is at leaft in one pars 
of the Government ; and our underſtandings as well as our wills are 
repreſented. But to return to the Roman Catholicls, how can we be ſe- 
cure from the practice of Jeſuited Papiſis in that Religion ; For not two 
Or three of that Order, as ſome of them would impoſe upon ut, bat al- 
moſt the whale Budy of them are of opinion, that their infallible __ 
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has a right over Kings, not only in Spirituals but Temperals, Not to 
name Mariano, Bellarmine, Emanuel Sa, Molina, Sentarer, Simanca, 
and at leaft twenty others of Foreign Countries; we can produce of our 
own Nation, Campian, and Doleman or Parſons, beſides many are nam d 
whom 1 have net read, who all of them atteft this Doctrine, that the 
Pope can depoſe and give away the Right of any Sovereign Prince, ſi 
vel paulum deflexerit, if he ſhall never ſo little Warp : but if he once 
comes to be Excemmunicated, then the Bond of obedience u taken off from 
Subjects; and they may and ought to drive him like another Nebuchad- 
nezzar, ex hominum Chriſtianornm Dominatu, from exerciſing Domi- 
nion over Chriflians : and te thu they are bound by virtue of Divine 
Precept, and by all the iges of Conſcience under no leſt Penalty than 
Damnation. If they pry te me (a1 a Learned Prieſt has lately Writ- 
ten,) that this Doctrine of the Feſuites i4 not de fide, and that conſe- 
quently they are not oblig'd by it, they muſſ pardon me, if 1 think they 
have ſaid nothing to the purpoſe ; for tit a Maxim in their Church, 
where Points of Faith are not decided, and that Doctors are of contrary 
opinions, they may follow which part they pleaſe : but more ſafely the 
woſt receiv'd and moſt authoriz'd, And their Champion Bellarmine hay 
rold the World, in his Apology, that the King of England is a Vaſſal to 
#he Pope, ratione directi Domini, and that he holds in Villanage of his 
Rowan Landlord. Which is mo new claim put in for England, Our 
Chronicles art hi Authentique Witneſſes, that, King john was depes'd 
by the ſame Plea, and Phillip Auguſtus admitted Tenant, And which 
makes abe more for Bellarmine, the French King was again ejected when 
our King ſubmitted to the Church, and the Crown receiv'd under the 
ſordid Condition of ' a Vaſſalage. | | | 
Tis not ſufficient for the more moderate and well. meaning Papiſts, (ef 
which I doubt not there are many) i produce the Evidence of their Loy- 
alty to the lass King, and to declare their Innoceucy in thu.Plot ; I will 


grant ther behaviour in the fir, to have been as Loyal and as brave 


as they defire , and will be willing to hold them excus'd as to the ſecond, 
(1 mean when it comes to my turn, and after my betters; for 'tis @ mad- 
neſs to be ſober alone, while the Nation continues Drunk:) but that Say- 
ing of their Father Creſ. is fill running in my heal, that they may be 
aiſpens'd with in their Obedience to an Hereticl Prince, while the weceſ- 
ſity of the times ſhall oblige they to it (Jer that (a3 another of them 
zells us,] is only the effe? of Chriſitan Prudence] but when once they 
ſhall get power to foake him off, an Heratick u no lawful King, aud co n- 


Jequently to riſe againſt im u 0 Rebellign, 1 ſrould be glad therefore, 


that they won d follow the advice which was chart ably given them by 
# Reverend Prelate of our Church, namely, that thiy wouid Joyn in 4 
publick AF of atſowning and deteſting thoſe Jeſnitich Principles ; and 
ſabſeribe to e Doctrine which deny the Pops's Authority of Depoſing 
Kings, and releaſing Subjects from their Oath of Allegiance : to which 
I ſrould !hink they might eaſily be duc d, if it be true that this preſent 
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Pope has condemn'd the Dofrine of King-killing (a Theſis of the Jeſuita) 
amongſt others ex Cathedra (as they call it) or in open Confiftory, +. 

Leaving them, therefore, in ſo fair a way (if they pleaſe themſelug) 
of ſatisfying all reaſonabls Men, of their fincerity and good meaning ts 
the Government, I ſpall make bold to confider that other extreme of 
our Religion, 1 mean the Fanaticks, or Sthiſmavicks, of the Engliþ 
Church. Since the Bible has been tranſlated into our Tongue, t hey baue 
1d it ſo, #5 if their buſineſs was not to be ſav'd, but ro be damn'd by 
its Contents, if me conſider only them, better had it been fur the Engliſh 
Nation, that it had ftill remain d in the original Greek and Hebrew, ar 
at leaſt in the honeſt Latin of Se. Jerome, than that ſeveral Texts in 
it, ſhould have been prevaricated to the deſtruction of that Government 
which put it into ſo ungrateful hands. ; 

How many Hereſics the firſt Tranſ1ation of Tyndal produced in few 
years, let my Lord Herbert's Hiflory of Henry the Eighth inform yon; 
Inſomuch that for tha groſs errours in it, and the great miſchief} it oc- 
cafien'd, a Sentence paſi d on the firſt Edition of the Bible, tos ſhame- 
ful almoſt to be repeated. After the ſhort Reign of Edward the Sixth 
(who had continued to carry on the Reformation, on other Principles 
than it was begun) every one knows that not only the chief Promoter: 
of that Work, but many others, whoſe Conſcience won d not diſpence 
with Popery, were forc'd for fear of perſecution, to change Climates : 
from whence returning at the beginning of Queen Elzaberh's Reign, 
wany of them who had been in France, and at Grneva, brought back 
the rigid opinions and inperious diſcipline of Calvin, to graf upon 
our Reformation, which though they cunnirgly conceal'd at firfl, (as 
well knowing how nauſeoufly that Drug won d go dawn in a lawful Mo- 
warchy, which was preſerib i for a rebellious Common-wealth) yet they 
always kept it in reſerve; and were never wanting to themſelves either 
in Court or Parliament. when either they had any proſpect of a nume- 
row Party of Fanatick Members in the one, or the Encouragement of any 
Favourite in the other, whſe Covetouſueſi was gaping at the Patrims- 
ny of the Church They wo will conſul: the Works of our wenerably 
Hooker, or the account of his Life, or more particularly the Letter writ- 
ten to him on his Subject, by George Cranmer, may ſee by what grada- 
trons they proceeded; from the dite of Cap aud Snrplice, the very next 
Tep was Admonitions to the Parliament againft the whole Government 
Eccleſiaftical ; then came out Volumes in Engliſh and Latin in defence 
of their Tenets: and immediately Practices were ſet on foot to erect their 
Diſcipline without Authority. Thoje not ſucceeding, Satyr and Railing 
was the next: And Martin Mar-"iclate (the Marvel of thoſe times) was 
the fir Presbyterian Scribier, who fanFify'd Libels and Seurrility to the 
uſe of the Good Old Cauſe. Which was done (ſay's my Author) upon 
thu account; that (their ſerious Treatiſes having been fully anſwered 
and refuted) they might compaſi by railing what they had loft by reaſon- 
ing ; and when their Gauſe as ſunk in Court and Parliament, oy 
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Wight at leaft hedge in a flake amongſt the Rabble: for to their us 
rance all things are Wit which are abuſive; but if Church and State 
were made the Theme, then the Doctoral Degree of Wit was to be take: 
4 Billingſgate: even the Moſt Sdint-like of the Party, though they 
durſt not excuſe thu contempt and villyfying of the Government, yet wer 
pleard, and grin'd at it with a pious ſmile; and call d it a judgment 
F God againſt the Hirrarchy. Thu Sefaries, we may ſee, were born 
wit h teeth, foul mouth'd and ſcurrilews from their infancy : and if Spi- 
ritual Pride, Venome, Violence, Contempt of Superiours and Slander had 
been the mark; of Orthodox Belief , the Presbytery and the reft of our 
Bchiſmaticks, which are their Spawn, were always the Moft viſible 
"Church in the chriſtian World, 

Tus true, the Government was too flrong at that time for a Rebelli- 
en; but to ſhew what proficiency they had made in Calvin's School even 
Then their mouth's water dat it: for two of their gifted Brotherhood 
(Hacket and Coppinger) as the Story tells us, got up into s Peaſe - Cart, 
and harangued the People, to diſpoſe t hem to an Inſurrection, and to 
efabliſh the Diſcipline by force: ſo that bowever it comes about, that 
now they celebrate Queen Elizabeth's Birth. night, as that of their Saint 
and Patroneſs, yet then they were for doing the work of the Lord by 
Arms againſt her; and in all probability, they wanted but # Fana- 
tique Lord Mayor and two Sheriffs of their Party to have compaſs'd rt, 

Our venerable Hooker, after many Admonitions which he had given 
them, toward the end of hi Preface, breaks out into thu Prophetick 
Speech, „There is in every one of theſe Conſiderations moſt juſt cauſe 
to fear, leſt our haſtineſs to embrace a thing ot ſo perilous conſe- 
* quence (meaning the Presbyterian Diſcipline) ſhould cauſe Poſteri- 
* ty to feel thoſe Kvils, which as yer arc morc Cale tor us to prevent 
* than they would be for them ro remedy, | 

How fatally thu Calandra bh. foretold we know tod well by ſad ex- 
perience: the Seeds were ſown in the time of Queen Elizabetb, the bloo 
Harveſt ripened in the Reign of King Charles the Martyr: and — 
all the Sheavef could not be carried off without ſhedding ſome of the looſe 
Grains, another Crop u too like to follow, nay I fear tu unavoidable, 
vf the Conventiclers bs permitted flill to ſcatter, 

A man may be ſuffcr'd to quote an Adverſary to our Religion, when 
be jpraks Truth: and "tis the obſervation of Meimbourgh in hi [!:ſto- 
ry of Calviniſm, that where-t ver this Diſcipline was flanted and em- 
brac'd, Rebellion, C:uil War and Miſery attended ir. And how iu. 
de ould it happen otherwiſe? Reformation of Churth and State has 
always been the ground of our Diviſions in England. While we ave 
Paprjis, our fly Father rid uu, by pretending authority out of the 
Seriptures to depoſe Princes, when we ſhook off his Aut hority, the bee. 
"ins furniſh d them ſelves with the ſame! "capous ; and out of tht ſame 
Magazine, the Bible, So that the Seribturet, which are in themelvue; 
'negreate't ſceurity of Garyermonrs, 21 (or9.9manding expreſs obedt ence to 
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them, are now tury'd to their Aeſtruct ian; And. never funce-the-Refſor- 


mation, has there wanted a Text of their interpreting t Authorize s 
Rebel. And tis to be noted by the way, that the Doftrines of Kring. Ul. 
ling and Depeſing. which Ive been taken up only by the worſt\Party of 
the Papiſts, the moſt frontleſs Flatterers ofthe Pop? f. Authority, Ka 
been gſpous'g, defended and pre ſlill maintain d bythe; mhole body of \Non- 
conformifls and Republicans. "Ts but cu themiſelveſ The cople 
of God, which ti the Intereft of their Preachers to tell them they are 
and their own Intereſt to believe; and after that, they cannot dip into 
the Bible, but one Text or another will gur up for theiripuspgſe uf 
they are under Perſecution (#5 they call it,) then that js a mark ff thair 
Election; if they flouriſh, then God warks Miracles for their Deliverauce. 
and the Saints are to poſſeſs the Earth. | 

They may think themſelves to be tos roughly handled in this Paper 
but 1 who know ben haw far I cauld have gore an this Sub jet, u 
bold to tell them they are ſpar'd: f hang b at the ſame tie Ian not Ie - 
norant that they interpret the mildueſi of a Writer to them, as che A 
the mercy of the Government ; in the one they think it Fear, an cou » 
clude it Weakneſs in the other. The beft way for them to confute ug, 
1s, as I before advii'd the Papi i, to diſclaim their Principles, and re- 
nounce their Praftices, We (ball all be glad to think them true Engli/h- 
wen when they obey the Kiug, aud true Proteſtants when thay conform 
to the Church Diſciplinc. 

It remains that I acquaint the Reader, that the Verſes were written 
for an ingenious young Gentleman, my Friend; upon hu Tray/lition o 
The Critical Hiſtory ot the Old Teitament, compos'd by the learned Fa- 
ther Simon: The Verſes therefore are addroſſed to the Irauſlator of thas 
Work, and the flyle of them u, what it ought to be, Epiſtolary. 

If any one be jo lamentable a Critieh as to require the Smoothueſs, the 
Numbers aud the Turn of Heroick Poetry of thu Poem, I muſt tell him, 
that if he has not read Ilurace, I have fludied him, and hope the flyle a 
hu Epiſtles is not ill imitated here. The Expreſſions of a Poem, deſign'd 
purely for injſiruttion, oug/1t to be Plain aud Natural, and yet Majeſftick : 
fer here the Poet i preſum'd to be a kind of Lew giver, and theſe threg 
qualities which | have nam d are proper to the Legiſlative flyle, Fhe 
Florid, Ele vated and Figuratiye way u for the Paſſions; for Love aud 

Hatred, Fear and Anger, are begotten in the du by ſhewtng rheir Ob- 
jets out of their true proportion, either greater than the Life, er leſt 
but inſlrntion u to be given by ſhewing them what they naturally arg, 
A Man i to bs cheated mio Paſſion, but ts be yeajon'd inte Halb. 
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D I'M, as the borrow'd beams of Moon and Stars 
to lonely, * wandring Travellers, 
Is Reaſon, to the Soul: And as on high, 
Thoſe rowling Fires diſcover but the Sky 
Not light us here; So Reaſon's glimmering Ray 
Was lent, not to aſſure our 222 way, 
But guide us upward to a better Day. 
And as thoſe nightly Tapers diſappear, 
When Day's bright Lord aſcends our Hemiſphere; 
So pale grows Reaſon at Religion's ſight; 
So dyes, and fo diſſolves in Supernatural Lig bt. 


Some few, whoſe Lamp ſhone brighter, have been led Elf 
From Cauſe to Cauſe, to Nature's ſecret head; 


And found that one ſirſt Principle muſt be: © Tt 
But what, or who, that UNIVERSAL HE; On 
Whether ſome Soul incompaſſing this Ball Ar 
Unmade, unmov'd; yet making moving All , Ti 
Or various Atoms interfering Dance | 6 Ye 
Leapt into Form (the Noble work of Chance; ) Ar 
Or this great All was from Eternity; Tt 
Not ev'n the Stapirite himſelf could ſee; j (A 
And Epicurns Sue. as well as He: OL 
As blindly grop'd they tor a future State; Tl 
As raſhly judg'd of Providence and Fate: W 
* Bur leaſt of al! could their endeavours find | Tl 
What moſt concern'd the goad of Humane kind: 
For Hoppme/s was never to be found; At 
But vaniſiid from em, like Enchanted ground. — 
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e thought Content the good to be enjoy d: 

This every little Accident deſtroy d: 

The wiſer Madmen did for Virtue toil : 

A Thorney, or at beſt a barren Soil: 

la Pleaſure ſome their glutton Souls would ſteep ; 

But found their Line too ſhort, the Well too deep; 

And leaky Veſſels which no Bliſi cou'd keep. 

Thus, anxious Thouphts in endleſs Circles roul, 

Without a Centre where to fix the Soul: 

In this wild Maze their vain Egdeavours end, 

How can the Leſs the Greater comprehend? 

Or finite Reaſon reach Infinity? | 

For what cou'd Fathom GOD were more than He. 
* The Deifts thinks he ſtands on firmer ground; 

Cries cbt: the mighty Secret's found: 

God is that Spring of Good; Supreme and Beſt , 

We, made to ſerve, and in that Service bleſt ; 

If fo, ſome Rules of Worſhip muſt be given, 

Diſtributed alike to all by Heaven: 

Elſe God were partial, and to ſome deny d 

The Means his Juſtice ſhou'd for al provide. 

This general Worſhip is to PRAISE and PRAY: 

One part to borrow Bleſſings, one to pay: 

And when frail Nature ſlides into Offence, 

The Sacrifice for Crimes is Penitence. 

Yet, ſince th' Effects of Providence, we find, 

Are variouſly diſpens'd to Humane kind; 

That Vice Triumphs, and Virtue ſaffers here, 

(A brand that Sovereign Juſtice cannot bear; ) 

Our Reaſon prompts us to a future State : 

The laſt Appeal from Fortune, and trom Fate: 

Where God's all-righteous ways will be declar'd; 

The Bad meet Puniſhmen 
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(When Arms and Arts did Greece and Rome adorn) 


(14) 
Vain, wretched Creature, how art thou miſſed 
To think thy Wit theſe God-like Notions-bred ! 
"Theſe Truths are not the product of thy Mind, 
But dropt from Heaven, and of a Nobler kind. 
Neveal d Religion firſt infotm'd thy Sight, 
And Reaſon ſaw not; till Faith ſprung the Light. 
Hence all thy Naturul Morſhip takes the Source: 
"Tis Revelation what thou chink'ſt Diſcourſe. 

Elſe how com'ſt Tbou to ſee theſe Truths ſo clear, 
Which ſo obſcure to Heat hens did appear? 

Not Plato theſe, nor Ariſtotle found: 

* Nor He whoſe Wiſdom-Oracles renown'd. 

Haſt thou a Wit ſo deep, or ſo ſublime, 

Or canſt thou lower dive, or higber climb? 
Canſt Thou, by Reaſon, more of God. bead know 
Than Plutarch, Seneca, of Cicero? 

Thoſe Gyant Wits, - in happier Ages born, 


Knew no ſuch Syſteme: no ſuch Piles cou'd raife 
Of Natural in up, built on Prayy and Praiſe, 
To One fole GOD. 
Nor did Remorſe, to expiate Sin, preſcribe : 
But ſlew their fellow Creatures for a Bribe : 
The guiltleſs Victim groan'd for their Offence; 
And Craelty, and Blood was Penitence. 
If Sheep and Oxen cou d attone for Men, 
Ah! at how cheap a rate the Rich might Sin! 
And great Oppreſſours might Heaven's Wrath beguile, 
By offering his own Creatures for a Spoil! 
Dar'ſt thou; poor Worm, offend: Infinity? 
And muſt the Terms of Peace be given by Thee ? 
Then Thou art Juſtice in the laſt e 3 
Thy eaſy Gad inſtructs Thee to rebel: 
And, like a King remote, and weak, muſt take 
What Satisfaction Thou art pleas'd to make. 
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But if there be a Pow'r too Juſt, and frong 
o wink at Crimes, and beg uopuniſh'd Wrong; 
ook humbly upward, ſee his Will diſcloſe 

ne Forfeit fil, and then rhe Fine impoſe ; 
\ MulF thy Poverty cou'd never pay, 

ad not Eternal Wiſdom found the way: 
\nd with Celeſtial Wealth ſupply'd thy Store: 

1 Juſt ice makes the Fine, ba Mercy quits the Score. 
ee God deſcending in thy Humane Frame; 

h* Offended, ſuff ting in th* Offenders Name: 

Il thy Miſdeeds to him imputed ſee, 
\nd all his Righteouſneſs devoly'd on thee. 

For granting we have Sin'd, and that th* offence 
Df Man, is made againſt Omnipotence, 
ome Price, that bears proportion, mult be paid, 

nd Infinite with Infinite be wei bd. 
ee then the Deiſt loſt : Ram ve Vice, 

ot paid, or pgid, inadequate-in price : 

hat farther means can Reaſon now direct, 
Dc what Relief from humane Wit expect? 
bat ſhews us ſick ; and ſadly are we ſure 
ll to be Sick, till Heav'n reveal the Cure: 
f then Heavens Will muſt needs be underſtood, 

Which muſt, if we want Cure, and Heaven, be Good) 
et all Records of Mill reveald be ſhowa; * 
ith Scripture, all in equal balance thrown, * 
\nd our one Sacred Book will be That ene. . 
Proof needs not here, for whether we compare 
That Impious, Idle, Superſtitious Ware | 
Of Rites, Luſtrations, Offering, (which before 

n various Ages, various Countries bote) 
ith Chriſtian Faith and Virtwes, we ſhall find 
one anſw'ring the great ends of human kind 
But This one Rule of Life: That ſhews us beſt 
ow God may be appeas'd,. and Mort als bleſt. 
hether from length of Time its worth we draw; 
he World is ſcarce more Ancient than the Law: 


Heav'ns 
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Heav'ns early Care preſcrib,d for every Age; 
Firſt, in the Soul, and after, in the Page. 
Or, whether more abſtractedly we loo 
Or on the Writers, or the written Book, 
Whence, but from Heav's, cou'd men unskill'd in Arts, 
In ſeveral Ages born, in ſeveral parts, 
Weave ſuch agreeing Truths? or bow, or why 
Shou'd all confbire ro cheat us with a Lye? 
Unask'd their Pains, ungrateful their Advice, 
Starving their Gain, and Martyrdom their Price, 
If on the Bovk it ſelf we caſt our view, 
Concurrent Heathens prove the Story True: 
The Doctrine, Miracles; which mult convince, 
For Heav'n in Them appeals to humane Senſe : 
And though they prove not, they Confirm the Cauſe, 
When what is Taugt agrees with Nature's Laws. 
Then for the Style; Majeſtick and Divine, 
It ſpeaks no leſs than God in every Line: 
Commanding wor di; whole Force is ſtill the ſame 
As the firſt Fiat that produc'd our Frame. 
All Faiths beſide, or did by Arms aſcend; 
Or Senſe induly'd has made Mankind their Friend: 
This only Doctrine does our Luſts oppoſe: 
Uafed by Nature's Soil, in which it grows; 
Croſs to our Intereſts, curbing Senſe, and Sin; 
Oppreſs'd without, and undermin'd within, 
It thrives through pain; its own Tormentors tites; 
And with a ſtubborn patience ſtill aſpires. 
To what can Reaſon ſuch effects aſſign 
Tranſcending Nature, but to Laws Divine? 
Which in that Sacred Volume are contain'd 
Sufficient, clear, and for that uſe ardain'd. 
* Bur ſtay : the Deift here will urge anew, 
No Supernatural Worſhip can be True: 
Becauſe a general Law is that alone 
Which muſt to all, and every where be known: 
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A Style ſo large as not this Book can claim; 
Nor ought that bears reveal'd Religion's Name; 
Tis ſaid the found of a Meſſtab's Birth 
\rts, |} Is gone through all the habitable Earth: 
Bur till that Text muſt be confind alone 
To what was Then inhabited, and known : 
And what Proviſion cou'd from thence accrue 
To Indian Souls, and Worlds diſcovet'd New ? 
In other parts it helps, that Ages paſt, 
The Scriptures there were knows, and were imbraed, 
Till Sin ſpread once again the Shades of Night : 
What's that to theſe who never ſaw the Light? | 
* Of all objections this indeed is chief 
: To ſtartle Reaſon, ſtagger frail Belief : | 
We grant, tis true, that Heaven from humane Senſe 
Has hid the ſecret paths of Providence: 
Bur boundleſs Wiſdom. boundleſs Mercy, may 
Find ev'n for thoſe be-wildred Souls, a way : 
It from his Nature Foes may Pity claim, 
Much more may Strangers who'ne'er heard his Name. 
And though no Name be for Salvation known, 
But that of his Eternal Son's alone; 
Who knows how far tranſcending Goodneſs can 
Extend the Merits of that Sow to Man? 
ho knows what Reaſons may his Mercy lead; 
Or Ignorance invincible may plead ? 
Not only Charity bids hope the beft, Un 
But more the great Apoſtle has expreſt: t: 
That, if the Gentiles, (whom no Law inſpit'd,) 
By Nature did what was by Law requir'd; 
They, who the written Rule bad never known, 
ere to themſelves bot h Rule and Law alone: 
To Nature's plain Indittment they ſball plead: 
nd, by their Conſcience, be condemw'd or freed. 
oft righteous Doom! becauſe a Rule reveal d 
— — fs zone to Thoſe, from whom it was conceal'd. 
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® The Objefion anſwer d. 
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Th' Egyptian Biſhop of another mind: 
For, though his Creed Eternal Trath contains, 


Thoſe youthful hours which, of thy 


Then thoſe who follow'd Regſon's Dictates right; 


Liv'd up, and liſted high their Natura! Light, 


With Socrates may ſee their Maker Face, 
While Thouſand Rabrick Martyrs want a place. 
Nor doth it baulk my Charity, to find 


'Tis hard for Aan to doom to endleſs. pains 

All who believ'd not all, his Zeal requir d; 
Unleſs he firſt cou'd, prove be was inſpir d. 
"Then let us either think he meant to (ay 

Thi Faith, where publiſh'd, was the only way; 
Or elſe conclude that, Aria to confute, 

The good old Man, too eager in 

Flew high; and as his Chrifion Fury role 
Damn'd all for Hereticks who durſt oppoſe. 


Thus far my Charity chia path bath try'd; 


(A mnch unskilful, bur well-meaning guide :) 
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Yet what they are, ev*n theſe crude — were bred 


By reading that, which better thou haſt read. 


Thy Matchleſs Author's work: which thou, my Friend, 


By well tranſlating better doſt commend: 


In Toys have ſquander'd, or in Vice have boſs, 
Thoſe hours haſt thou to Nobler uſe employ d; 
And the ſevere Delights of Truth enioy?d. + 
Witneſs this weighty Book, in which appears. 
The crabbed Toil of maograhoughnful years, 
Spent by thy Author, Sifting Care 
Of Robbins 000 Sophiſticated Ware 


Equals moſt 


From Gold Divine; which he who. well can fort 


May afterwards make Algebra a ſport. 
A Treafure, which if Country- Curates buy, 
They Junins, and Tremellius _ defy : 
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Save pains in various readings, and Tranſlations; 
And without Hebrew make moſt learn'd quotations. 
A Work fo full with various Learning fraught, 
So nicely pondred, yet ſo ſtrongly wrought, 
As Nature's height and Art's laſt hand r«quir'd : 
As much a Man cou'd compaſs, uninſpir'd. 
Where we may ſee what Errours have been made 
Both in the Copiers and Tranſlators Trade: 
How Tewiſh, Popiſh, Intereſts have prevail'd, 
And where Infallibility bas fail d. 

For ſome, who have his ſecret meaning gueſs'd, 
Have found our Author not too much a Prieſt: 
Oo F aſhion-ſake he ſeems to have recourſe 
1o Pope, and Councils, and Tradition's force: 
But he that old Traditions cou'd ſubdue, . - 
Cou'd not but find the weakneſs of the New : 
If Scripture, though deriv'd from heaw'nly birth, 
Has been but careleſly preſerv'd on Earth; 
It God's own People, who of God before _ 
Knew what we know, and had been promis'd more, 
In fuller Terms, of Heav'ns aſſiſting Care, 
And who did neither Time, nor Study ſpare 
To keep this Book unt ainted, unperplext; 
Let in groſs Errours to corrupt the Text: 
Omitted paragrapbs, embroy ld the Senſe ; 
With vain Tradition, ſtopt the gaping Fence, 
Which every common hand pull'd up with alc : 
What Saſety from ſuch bruſhwood-belps as theſe * 
If written words from time are not ſecur'd, 
How can we think have oral Sounds endur d? 
Which thas tranſmitted, if one Mouth has fail'd 
Immortal Lyes on Ages are intail d: 
And that ſome ſuch have been, is prov'd too plain; 
If we conſider Intereſt, Church, and Gain. 

Oh but ſays one, Tradition ſet aſide, 
Where can we hope for an unerring Guide ? 
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For ſince th original Scripture has been loſt, 

All Copies diſagrecing, maim d the moſt, 
Or Chriſtian Faith can have no certain ground, 
Or Truth in Church Tradition muſt be found. 
Such an Ommiſcient Church we wiſh indeed; 
11! *T'were worth Both Teſtaments, and caſt in the Creed: 
But if th Mot ber be a Guide ſo ſure, 

As can all dowbts reſolve, all truth ſecure, 

17 Then her Infallibility, as well 
Where Copies are corrupt, or lame, can tell; 
Reſtore loſt Canon with as little pains, 

As truly explicate what ſtills remains : 

Which yet no Council dare pretend to do; 
Unleſs like Eſdras, they could write it new: 
Strange Confidence, ſtill to interpret true, 

Vet not be ſure that all they have explain d, 

Is in the bleſt Original contain'd. 

More ſafe, and much more modeſt tis, to ſay 
God wou'd not leave Mankind wit bout a way: 
And that the Soriptures, though not every where 
Free from Corruption, or intire, or clear, 

Are uncorrupt, ſufficient, clear, intire, 

In 4 things which our needfull Faith require. 
If others in the ſame Glaſs better ſee, 

ll "Tis for Themſelves they look, but not for me: 
For MY Salvation muſt its Doom receive 
Not from what OTHERS, but what J believe. 
ll * Muſt all Tradition then be ſet aſide? 

' "This to affirm were Ignorance, or Pride. 
Are there not many points, ſome needful ſure 
To faving Faith, that Scripture leaves obſcure ? 
Which every Sect will wreſt a ſeveral way 

| {For what one Sect Interprete, all Sects may :) 
e hold, and ſay we prove from Scripture plain, 0 


Thar Chrift is GOD; the bold Socihian 
From the ſame Scripture urges he's but AAN. 


9 ObjeBien in bebalf of Tradition ; urg a by Father Simon. 
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ow what Appeal can end th' important Suit; 
Both parts talk loudly, but the Rule is mute? 
Shall I ſpeak plain, and in a Nation free 
Aſſume an hone man's Liberty? 
think (according to my little Skill) 
To my own Mother-Church ſubmitting till) 
That many have been ſav'd, and many may, 
ho never heard this Queſtion brought in play. 
Th' unletter d Chriſtian, who believes in groſs, 
Plods on to Heaven; and ne er is at a loſs: 
or the Strait-gate wou'd be made ffraiter yer, 
ere none admitted there but men of i. 
The few, by Nature form'd, with Learning fraught, 
Zorn to inſtruct, as others to be taught, | 
uſt Study well the Sacred Page; and ſee 
hich Doctrine, this, or that, does beſt agree 
ith the whole Tenour of the Work Divine : 
nd plainlieſt points to Heaven's reveal'd Defign : 
ich Expoſition flows from genuine S:nſe , 
ind which is fore d by Mi and Eloquence, 
ot that Tradition's'parrs are uſelels here: 
Vhen general, old, difintereſsd and clear: 
That Ancient Fathers thus expound the Page, 
ives Truth the reverend Majeſty of Age: 
onfirms its force, by bideing every Te; 
or beſt Authorities next Rules are bf. 
nd till the nearer to the Spring we go 
ore limpid, more unſoyl'd the Waters flow. 
Thus, firſt Traditions were a proof alone; 
dud we be certain ſuch they were ſo known : 
But ſince ſome Flaws in long deſcent may be, 
They make not Truth but Probability. 
ven Arius and Pelagizs durſt provoke 
Lo what the Centuries pr-ceeding ſpoke. 
zuch difference is there in an oft-told Tale: 
zut Truth by its own Sinews will prevail. 
radition written therefore more commends 
uthority, than what from Voice deſcends : 
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f But firſt they wou'd aſſume, with wondrous Art, 


A gainful Trade their Clergy did advance: 


And this, as perfect as its kind can be, 3 

Rouls down to us the Hiſtory: 1100 ds 

Which, from the Univerſal Church receiv'd, We 

Is try'd, and after, for its ſelf believ d. rl 
* The partial Pap;ſfs wou'd infer from hence 

Their Church, in laſt reſort, ſbou'd Judge the Senſe. 


Themſelves to be the whole, who are but part 
Of that vaſt Frame, the Church; yet grant they were 
The handers down, can they from thence i 
A right t interpret? or wou'd they alone 
Who brought the Preſent, claim it for their own ? 
The Book's a Common Largeſi to Mankind ; 
Not more for them, than every Man deſign'd: 
The welcome News is in the Letter found; 
The Carrier's not Commiſſion d to expound, 
It ſpeaks its Self, and what it does contain, 
In all things needful to be known, is plain, 

In times o'ergrown with Ruſt and Ignorance, 


When want of Learning kept the Laymen low, 

And none but Prieſts were Aut borix d to know : | 

When what ſmall Knowledge was, in them did dwell z 

And he a God who cou'd but Read or Spell ; 

Then Mot her- Church did mightily prevail: 

She parcel'd out the Bible by ret ail: 

But ſtill expounded what She ſold or ga ve; 

To keep it in ber Power to Damn and Save: 

Scripture was ſcarce, and as the Market went, 

Poor Laymen took Salvation on Content; 

As needy men take Money, good or bad: 

God's Word they had not, but the Prieſt they had. 

Vet whate'er falſe Con veyances they made; 

The Lawyer (till was certain to be paid. 
* The Second Objefion, 
+ Anſwer to the objeFion. 
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| ( 23 « 
thoſe dark times they learn'd their knack fo ven, 
bat by long uſe they grew Infallible : 

t laſt, a knowing Age began r enquire 

they the Book, or That did tbem infpire : 


\nd, making narrow ſearch, they found, tho? late, 


hat what they thoughr the Prisfts, was Their Eſtate: : 
— (the written Word) 
ow long the had been cheated on Record. 
hen, every Man who faw the Title fair, 
laim'd a Child's. part, and put in for a Share: 
onſulted ſoberly his private good; 
\nd ſav'd himſelf as e *. as e er ebd. | 
Tis true, my Friend, 1 far be flattery hence, 
This good had full as bad a Conſequence : 


be Book thus put into every vulgar hand, 


hich each preſum'd he beſt cow'd' voderſtand, 
The Common Rule was made the common Prey; | 
\nd at the mercy of the Rabble lay. 

he tender Page with horney Fifts was gauPd; 
\nd he was viſced moſt that loudeſt baul'd: 
he Spirit gave the Doctoral Degree: 
nd every member of a Company 
as of bus Trade, and of the Bible free. 
Plain Truths enough for needful uſe they found 
But mea would ſtill be itching to expownd : _ 
ich was ambitious of th' obſcureſt place, 
No meaſure ta'en from Knowledge, all from GRACE. 
tudy and Pains were now no more their Care; 
Texts were explain'd by Faſting, and by Prayer: | 
This was the Fruit the private Sperit brought; 
Occaſion'd by great Zeal, and little Thoug &. 
While 8 unlenrm d, with rude —— Warm, 
About the Sacred Viands buz and ſwarm, 
The Fh. blau Text creates a crawling Brood; 
And turns to Maggots what was meant for F ood. 
A Thouſand daily Sects riſe up, and dye; 


A Thouſand more the periſh'd Race ſupply : 


So all we make of Heaven's diſcover d Will 

Is, not to have it, or to uſe it ill. 

The Danger's much the ſame; on ſevera) Shelves 
If others wreck 26. or we wreck our ſelves. 


The Tides of Ignorance, and Pride to lem ? 2 
Neither fo rich a Treaſure to forgo; ac A8 
Nor proudly ſeek beyond our pow) r to know : 


Faith is not built on diſquiſitions vain; 


The things we muſt believe, are few ood, de 


But 2 men will believe more than they need; 
And every man will make himſelf a Creed: 


In doubtful queſtions ti the fafeſt way 


To learn what unſuſpected Ancients 2 
For tis not likely we ſhou'd higher Soar 
In ſearch of Heav'n, than all the Church before: 
Nor can we be deceiv'd, unleſs we fee } 
The Serrpture, and the Fathers. diſagree. 
If after all, they ſtand ſuſpected ſtill, 
( For no man's Faith depends upon his Win,) 
»Tis ſome Relief, that points not clearly known, 
Without much hazard may be let alone: 
And, after hearing what our Church can ſay, 
If flill our Reaſon runs another way, 
That private Reaſon tis more Juſt to curb, 
Than by Diſputes the publick Peace diſturb. 
For points obſcure are of ſmall uſe to learn: 
But Common quiet is Mankind*s concern. 
Thus bave l made my own Opinions clear: 
Yet neither Praiſe 1 nor Cenſure fear: 
And this unpoliſh'd, rugged Verſe, I choſe; 
As fitteſt for Diſcourſe, and neareſt Proſe: 
For, while from Sacred Truth 1 do not ſwerve, 
Tom Sternhold's, or Tom Sha—Is Rhimes will ſerve. 


What then remains, but, waving each Extreme, 
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